Our Lady Queen of Angels Church
738 Sunshine Ave., Central City, PA 15926 Phonel8 754-5224 Fax: 814 754-4447
Email: Queenofangels@wpia.net Web Site: tpt//www.ladyqueenofangels.org
(Correct as of 1 July for 2011-2012 Religious Edutian school year)
The first day of Religious Education will be on Suday, 11 September 2011
from 9:00 am to 10:20 (This time would complete theequired hours from the Diocese)

=Some Religious Education optional Rules and Regulans School Year 2011-20012

Policy: Nothing is Mandatory. If a child wants tohave good Religious Education grades and Biblical

Spirituality that they live out, then they have todo it the old fashion way:
“They Need To Earn It.”

The Church Cannon Law requires before two peoplengeried in the Catholic Church, they promise
the following: “Will you accept children lovinglyém God and bring them up according to the law lofisE
and His Church?” Every couple is required to sg@s” and put their signature of promise to the pagde
Church Cannon Law also requires that no child isadaptized in the Catholic Church unless a
parent/guardian says “yes” to: “Do you promisedise this child in the practice of the Catholi¢Har. If
they said “No”, we would not be authorized to liepthe child. In both cases, this would be a frm
religious education program if offered by the Céith€hurch. If a parent/guardian is not willinggmn this
form and follow the rules and regulations of thisu@h program, then the parents are willing to bieze of
the most serious promises to God that they will @vake in their life. To separate their childreoni God’s
teachings in the Roman Catholic, is considerediaiseMortal Sin. The choice is yours.

The American Conference of Catholic Bishops havepleted studies that show more than 50% of
Catholic Children leave the faith after high schioetause they do not know their faith. Much ofliteeme is
placed on the bishops and priests because theyoafalfilling the requirements of helping the pat®to train
the children in the practice and tradition of thetl@®lic Church. Some of the things that the AnariBishops
have asked the priest to do is train the childreatiending Mass every week and religious holidaitend
formal religious education programs and comple¢ectiapters in the bishop approved text books, ve ha
social youth ministries, learn the 3500 year tradibf service to one another (corporal works ofeyg more
creative liturgies & music, sacramental completiammg help fulfill the promises/commitment that pese
make at the time of marriage and baptism.

This is why we say, “to be eligible for our Rgtius Education Program, a parent must sign fon eéc
their children that they promise, this year, tseahe child in the Catholic faith by followingetreligious
Education Program of Our Lady Queen of Angels Chiurd’he most serious problem of our Religious
Education Program has been the lack of support framy of the children’s parents, grandparents andly
members.

Please remember: Our Christian-Jewish traditowroter 3,850 years has been preaching and teachir
to people about how to experience God in thisddehey will know Him in heaven. It is nothing néov
people to say “I don't like the Church telling méat to do”. This is a part of: “Original Sin”, wiamg to be
independent of God and not dependent upon God. tMase who “grow in wisdom and grace” as Jesus did.
says the Bible, someday find themselves in Heavevilbthey be separated from God for all eternity?
Scripture says that for those who refuse to telaeays of God to their children will suffer downthe 18
generation. If we look around, we will see thipaation from God in some of our family and neigisbar
read about these people in the newspaper. Theeyours.

Parents and children in this Church’s Religiodsi¢ation Program should be financially contributing
members.

Note: No person has the right to go to one ofReligious Education Volunteer Teachers with their
criticisms and complaints about the teacher. Trhagt go only to the Pastor. This is not the Pubthool
System, so if you drive out one of our teachettsere may be no one to teach that class of childféis
acting out on the part of an adult will not be tated.

Parents and Grandparents have 3 choices for theithildren’s relationship with God and how they
will live out their faith through our Religious Education Program (unless they are expelled from our
Religious Education program). We cannot custorzéifferent programs to meet the desires of
families and students.

1. Follow the optional rules and regulations as lgestcan and hopefully your child will be graded
appropriately. To complete this option, parenwsdi® complete the monthly Religious Education
Accountability Form. On this form parents will alarite all changes, corrections, etc. for the glelis
Education Team to consider. You may make somegasrespecially for reasons like excuses, but the
excuse not be accepted by the Religious Educatam] for example “we forgot” or the “dog ate the
papers”, etc..

2. At the end of each semester, if your child iseréag an over all “F” (Flunking or Failure Grade),
the child will be removed from the Religious Edtia list of students. They may only attend Youth
Ministries programs as a guest of another studettita regular Religious Education Program. At this
point, your child can come and go and do what h&herwants and no grades will be given them becat
they are no longer considered a member of our RelkgEducation Program.
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3. We have attempted a “Home School Religious Edorcdrogram”, but we have had no success
with any students. At this time we have no ondinglto coordinate such a program. The home iedal
to be the first church, so families always havedp&on to use the internet or other sources ia treeir
children in the religion practices they want tocteghem. If a family wants to purchase a book @md
their own thing with a text book, you need to rexjube book. (Two classes are exempt from any ¢ype
home schooling, they are: First Holy Communion &odfirmation.)

The Diocese requires every church to have a minirmu® hours of Religious Education class room
time every year. If we add up all our Sunday ctassn dates, less the Sunday holiday dates, we diawat
34 classes. At one hour and 20 minutes a classhad have our 40 hours of Religious Educatias<!
room time. If a child comes late or leaves earlg oeligious education teacher is dismissing leefd:10 am,
then the child is not receiving there required 40Qrk of class room time. When children sign in give time
of arrival, on the attendance sheet and they are than 10 minutes late, they should receive drofF
Flunking” punctuality for that day.

The grading system we used in the past has ndiedas well as it could have, so we are continuing
with changes from last year. We will continue s Whe Letter Grade System from A to F (Flunkedaflefel)
(just as the school uses) for only 5 classes (fobClass attendance, textbook assignments at thefezach
chapter, Masses attendance, social Ministry progyaervice hours for church and non church). We wi
round off grades as best we can. The other clagfidse Pass or Fail grades for: punctuality, slasnduct,
confessions and parent or family member involvedna social ministry program.

All records of what a child does is registeredliyy parents using the Religious Education
Accountability Form (REA). This form is submittég the first weekend of every month. If a paresd hny
corrections for the child’s grades, make the changthe same form. If a parent uses any other fornotify
the rectory, their notes will be returned to thelfra parent needs another copy of the REA Formtam the
rectory, or use the computer form.

A child who may or may not follow the optional IRsiand Regulations Policy should not drag dowr
the grade average for the entire class becausshildeand/or family does not care about the othadents
trying to achieve a high grade point average ferdlass. Children in Regular Religious Educatites€es
compete for class scores, which earns the classa$peizes and other benefits, example, the clagsthe
highest points, all members of the class go Frelkeedd&@ummer recreation program.

This is healthy competition and it means thatgwehild should be accountable to the class foir the
action and participation. Every child and parémisws the scores of others in the class becaute of
Religious Education Classes Report Card. (Most @&titine sports programs work the same way, everyone
knows each others scores, and some have to siedmenhch because of low performance.) If a child the
in the First Holy Communion Class or Confirmatiola€3 and they are pulled from the roster, they mati be
considered for First Holy Communion or ConfirmatidRarents are to be involved in the Religious Btioo
process with their children.

= Religious Education ClassStarting again this September, when students ¢comedigious education

class, they report directly to the Activities Canignere a table will be reserved for their gradddss the
Activities Center is set up for an event, only thel children report to their classrooms). Stutieare
expected to sit at that table and work quietlylwirtchapters in the textbook (if their text boaks in their
teacher’s mailbox, then the student should takeekiebook from the mailbox so they can work on it)
Students will not report to the classroom until tbkgious education teacher comes to their tablget them.
Students who arrive late will be graded approplyatef the teacher does not arrive, the studenistmemain
in the Activities Center at the assigned table whbey will work on their textbook, even if they tiere the
entire class time of one hour and ten minuteshey will be marked absent from class.

All teachers are asked to remember tolctezir mail boxes before class starts so that tdaeypick up
their attendance/grade sheets and any informatatimieeds to be distributed to the students thafltisgou
cannot make it, send a student). Please, plelhseacehers need to turn in their attendance/gsheets at the
end of the class. Again this year, it is necess#rthe sheets are not turned in, we will maikila¢ students
absent.

A child’s class attendance grade starts withfitiseclass in September and ends with the lasisdia
the Spring. If a child misses a class, they needtéen excuse from a parent as to why the chiissed their
Religious Education Class (just like school). O8lyalid written excuses from a parent will be goted for
any one semester. If there are more than thatihrengarent has not talked personally to the Patsten at the
end of the semester, the child will receive a “RHufked & Failed) for only that semester (there&re
semesters, September to December (Fall), JanudgayqWinter-Spring) or the end of the class schear)
and the Summer semester from June to August).

This year the only Sundays that there will not be Bligious Education Class dates are: Dec. 25
Christmas, Janl, New Year/Epiphany, Apr. 8, Easter(Note May 6, First Holy Communion is only a
Rel. Ed. Day off if a student has a brother or sigr in the First Holy Communion Class), May 13,
Mothers Day, May 28, Memorial Day. That's It. Renember we have NO SNOW Days.

=Mass on Weekend and Holy Day MassesGrades will be given for attending 52 weeks a ydfa child

wants credit and a letter grade for attend Mass; #ill need to put their Church Contribution Enyet in the
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basket (if a child does not learn to support tharCih and return some of their “treasure” as a ¢liidn they
most likely will not do so when they are adults.th@ut your support of time, talent and treasuretetwill be
no church). Every child is expected to go to Magsry week and Holy Days and support their Chur¢Ror
about 3,500 years, th& £ommandment of God has been: “Remember to keeptHelSabbath” and Tithing,
or the giving of 10% of your income for the faithf)a child needs to go to another Catholic chdmtsome
reason, he or she is required to bring in a cdplai churches bulletin, signed by the priesteaabn at that
Mass or if there is another valid reason for acchissing a Mass, then the parent should put imitng a
detailed explanation as to the valid reason fosimg Only 3 valid written excuses from a pareiik be
accepted for any one semester. If there are rharethat, and the parent has not talked persotwathe
Pastor, the child will receive a “F” (Flunked & k) for that semester (there are 3 semesters).
This year a new change because of cheating oratth@fmany, Mass attendance proof will be basddnty
on the church contribution envelope, but the sttglesill need to sign out at the end of Mass. Olyards will
be at the back of the Church and at the Chapelchiidren will have to go to the ushers pew atriet side,
back of the Church. The envelope and signaturebeilerification. We thank you for your understenggdand
support.

Holy Days of Obligation and Special Spiritual Daygor grading purposes this year will be: Nov.
1 or 2, All Saints Day, Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day, €. 8, Immaculate Conception, Dec. 25, Christmas,
January 1, New Years, Feb. 22, Ash Wednesday, Ap#8l, Holy Thursday, Apr. 6, Good Friday, Apr. 8,
Easter Sunday, May 17, Ascension Thursday, August Bssumption of Mary. When a child misses these
Mass dates, often it is because they forgot to redkde Rules and Regulations. “Forgot” is not an excse
and will not be accepted.
=Social Church Ministries Gradesfor attending Central City Youth Ministry programsd events:
Continuing this year, letter grades will be given éach program, but the parent needs to writsdbal
ministry program on the Religious Education Accainility Form (REA). The child must also sign the
attendance sheet that will be made available &8nd the arrival and departure time if they wargdit. The
child must attend at least one hour of the evethigly want credit. Too many children in the pastéehbeen
signing in, getting something to eat and walkingy oMl guests children must also sign in and sématchild
sponsored them. Parents and grandparents havesihensibility to make the decision if they wardith
children to be known as an “anti-social” person.

This year all children are asked to have a pasegtand parent involved in Social Youth Ministmpgrams.
We have been mailing information to all the parersising them which ministry they are willing to be
involved with. This will also be a_Letter grade.
=Service Hours or the “works of mercy”: Service Hours are assigned to every student iRRégailar
Religious Education Program. See below the nurab&8ervice Hours needed if students want good grade
Again this year, 50% of all Service Hours needéddhurch related and 50% in other approved Seraes.
Students will receive monthly grades based on timher of service hours needed that will be dividigyghe
number 12, for each month of the year. At the@ritie year, for a passing grade, there must beEaat 50%
Church related Service Hours. Other service hoainsbe completed by using additional Church related
Service Hours.

There is NO REASON why any student does not cetagilis or her service hours. Remember, ever\
child is required to submit his or her Service Hourwriting on a Religious Education Accountalyilform.
No one in the Religious Education Program will dis for you. It is students and parent’s respalisikio
make sure this is done.

Religious Education School Year 2009-2010 Regufed/ice Hours (Remember, 50% must be Church
related) are:

-First to Fourth Grade (Elementary Group) — 12130

-Fifth to Eight Grade — (Junior Group) 24 Hours

-Ninth to Twelfth Grade — (Senior Group) 36 Hours
A few examples for First to Fourth Grade (Elementaroup) could include: Color pictures, make draygin
or write short letters for all occasions to peaple are sick, homebound or in nursing homes, sick i
hospitals, Activities Center Youth Volunteer Workgparish volunteer ministries, Altar Servers, @ad
Brownie Scout work, etc.

Older children can do service work in the Activst€enter for one of the many dinners and eventisave,
service work at our Community Thrift Store, ServWerk with the Boy or Girl Scouts, visiting peopido
are sick in a nursing home, all types of ChristmaEaster projects, helping a neighbor (but nattiets or
any work that you get paid for), some school arattspservice projects where you are working to serv
others (but these must first be approved by catlmegChurch Rectory), other projects where youeerv
help other people (but never for relatives or ifiyget paid for it.) If you are not sure of a pajis
acceptable, contact the Church Rectory first.

=Grades for Completing your Religious Education TekBook Assignments.Again this year all students in
the Regular Religious Education Program will helptrchase their own books for only $15 each (adrga
Vincent de Paul at the rectory if you cannot afftirel book 754-5224). At end of the school yeas,dhild
can keep what ever they have left in the book. s&heew text books are from grades 1 to 11. Asségrisn
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will be given for the end of every chapter. Studemill be responsible to complete the assignmenévery
chapter in the book, even if the teacher does owércall the chapters in class. The student weilgbaded for
every chapter, not just what the teacher covefidaty will have till the end of August to submit ik
completed assignments. Teacher, who receive wittpies of papers must return these assignmethe t
Rectory for the Religious Education Team to revéewl grade for report cards (letter grades fo).thighen
students report to the Activities Center at thesigned table, they should be working on the tewkb and
completing the assignments. If they do not undedssome aspect of the text, they may want tohaesk t
teacher, parent, or someone who may know. Childtemdo not complete their textbook assignments beay
pulled out of class the following year, so thattlsan complete all their assignments.

=Conduct Grades of Pass or Fail will be given forite Religious Education ClassesWe have found this is
the most effective way to discipline the childrae have had everything from fist fights to bullyiaf the
teachers and other students in the class roomh &@iiduct grades, it has now brought an end to ofdbese
problems and grading will be continued. Conductloa a legal issue and some children may be expefigl
the parents talk with the Pastor.

=Grades for Being Late at Religious Education Classlt has become necessary for us to grade by RPass c
Fail students on their punctuality. Tardinessusa control. Responsible children do not waltoinlass late
at the public school and it should not be done.h&@rades will be 5 min. late should result in &ait” Grade.
All classes begin at 9:00 am sharp and end at J#n2Mot earlier. If a teacher is late, thenlradl $tudents
wait in the Activities Center for him or her. It@acher is late, then all students should bengrithe answers
to the questions at the end of last weeks chalpé¢mtas covered. The students must sign the atle o
attendance sheet and list their time of arrival ame of departure.

=Parent, Grand Parent or family member is to be inwlved in a social ministries program and this will
be a of Pass or Fail grade This year we are asking that a parent, grandpargiamily member from Grade
1to 11, be involved in at least one social migigttogram or be involved as a Religious Educatieacher or
leadership in one of Cub or Boy Scout Programs stMbthe students already have someone involugdybe
are asking the rest of the students who do not haydamily involved, to get involved. If you dotn
volunteer, we will call on the students parents.

= Confession before Christmas and EastePass or Fail Grade will be given for this orgadi&acramental
experience. Many will realized the power and pecs experience can bring them. In the confessio
some children may only ask for a blessing fromphest and the priest will give them penance ang ask
for their Act of Contrition. A child that does kwdhis or her Act of Contrition will be given a copythe
prayers and asked to memorize it for the next timg come to Confession (they and their parentsldimave
worked together in the Second Grade on this pray@o)ne children who do not know their Act of Cdran
this year, may be pulled out of class and a teaefiework with them till they learn it.

=First Holy Communion & Confirmation Students who miss more than 3 classes and 3 Masses a gmes
without a valid excuse from parents, may not ree&iwst Holy Communion on the First Sunday of May o
Confirmation when scheduled. A requirement thaixiglained to the parents the first weeks of schoel
First Holy Communion & Confirmation Students canflobk any of their classes. They will have to wfar
the following year to make this Sacrament unlesy thork out the problem with the Pastor and Religio
Education Team. All children who are schedulethtke their First Holy Communion will become Altar
Servers for our Church and/or Chapel (very few pioas because of serious reasons). They willssegaed
a mentor helper so they should not be fearful.ldzém who are Altar Servers get to know the pnmegth
better, are more interested in the Mass, learnpdiise and conduct in front of other people, gaeH
confidence and more inspired to a vocational cafirtesthood, deaconate, religious life and layation to
service in the Church for the rest of their lifEhis also helps to fulfill their Service Hours tleae Church
related. Confirmation Students will all follow thequirements for the course work or they will bet
Confirmed.

=12" Grade Religious Education Studentsvill be assigned to assist in some aspects dfeéehing in the
Religious Education Program. They will be contdatelividually by the Religious Education Team.

Note: No Snow Days off because we never cancel Madf Teachers are not able to attend a class, for
what ever reason, the students assemble in the Agties Center at their assigned table and work on
their text book assignments at the end of every cpéer. Someone has to ensure the teacher’s attendan
form is completed and submitted (students may askmnather teacher to do this). If teachers are not db
to make their Religious Education Class, they mustall another teacher to take their class. Do notadl
the Rectory because there is no one here to takewacall on weekends Please do this as service to your
children.

At the end of this Religious Education Schoolryeae will have a “Pastors Honor Roll” for all ctiilen
who make all A’s & B’s for the year. We will pubh their names in the Church Bulletin. There nmayg be
prizes given to these children. We will also psiblihe names of children in every class who pasged/
Religious Education Subject. Those who flunked ettving, their name will not appear in the Bulletimd of
course everyone will know they “had a problem”.e8pl prizes will be given out at the end of thdigReus
Education School Year.

Our prayers are with you all. The Religious Eduction Team
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